
Brief description of the work 
 
 
ET IN ARCADIA - Helena Neaira’s song is a two-channel video-installation presented in a darkened 
space with a theatrical prop between two flat video screens. Both videos can also be shown by video 
projection, depending on the space where the installation is to be seen. 
One screen is in ‘portrait’ position, the other one in ‘landscape’ position. The height of both screens, 
one screen 45-degree rotated, is more or less equal. 
Both screens are attached next (but not too close) to a corner between two walls. The 45-degree 
rotated one to the left of the corner, the other (bigger) one to the right.  
The bigger one has a horizontally tripartite image. So the images of the two screens (one to the left, 
three to the right) are more or less equal. 
 

 
 
The installation contains also an object or props on the floor next to (not in) the corner between the 
two screens. Object and/or props are a little bit illuminated by a softened spotlight. 
In principle the object is an earthenware larnax (65x43x43cm), made after the burial clay larnax 
(length 74cm) in the Heraklion Archaeological Museum from the Middle Minoan period (2000-1700 
BC). I made it in an artist residency for ceramic art and design in Le Maupas (France) especially for my 
works in progress Et in Arcadia and Et in Utopia. 
 

 
 
This ceramic object is not obligatory. As the larnax is also part of the tripartite image of the biggest 
video screen it can been replaced by other props. Troubles or concerns due to transport or shipping 
of the larnax all the way from Holland are reasonable grounds to substitute it by other (local) props 
without loss of the iconographical meaning of it in the installation as a cohesive whole. 



The videos are played in a loop. The left, 45-degree rotation one is mute and has a duration of 29 
minutes; it restarts immediately when it has come to its end. The right video with the tripartite image 
and sound has a duration of 10 minutes without end credits. It restarts immediately after the end of 
the credits. 
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ET IN ARCADIA - Helena Neaira’s song (2021) 

Concept and script Nol de Koning 
Camera   Louk Vreeswijk, Nol de Koning, found footage 
Editing    Nol de Koning 
Post-production  Nol de Koning / Antrum Book & AB Productions, Amsterdam 
Music    Janet Baker sings Haendel  
   Luigi Rossi La Lyra d’Orfeo; Christina Pluhar, L’Arpeggiata and   
   Véronique Gens 
 
 
 
 
 


